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Mini to return to WRC in 2011

Prodrive to run BMW Mini team with new model
'_gﬁ‘(ﬂ_if—]'!rw_ L '1\'.1x‘ 2

Mini is rumored to make a
surprise return to the WRC
in 2011 with Prodrive, the
team left at the sidelines
when Subaru withdraw
from the WRC at the end of
2008. The base for the
WRC machine is thought to
be the new Mini Crossover
which will be released
during 2010, sporting the
1.6 turbo engine that will
become the norm in the
WRC from 2011. Initial
work is supposedly well
under way at the Banbury
base while the team still
wait for the final car to be
released, ready for initial
tests this

summer. The Mini
Crossover is the brands
first four wheel drive car
featuring both a taller and
wider body then the
standard One to fulfill the
off road approach. The
WRC machine will feature

NEWS
THE DUMMY GRID

BMW's first 4-cylinder
turbocharged 1.6-litre
engine. With the new
WRC rules beginning in
2011, more
manufactures are
expected to join the
series with their 1.6 cars.

The MDA have invited all
BTRDA Rallycross drivers
to the Minicross “British
Week" event in
Valkenswaard on the 18th
July. This event falls after
the traditional round at
Maasmechalen in Belgium
on the 11th July, which this
year is also a points
scoring round for the BRC
championship. This will
hopeful ensure a large
British representation at
both the events.

For MDA members,
both these events are free
to enter and non points
scoring.

- For more information on
these events please head
to the MDA website.

For the first time since the
early 1990's, Rallycross will
reappear on terrestrial TV
as 4, hourly programs for
Channel 4. The Channel 4
deal is based on a plan to
cover the eight-event
British championship in four
programmes, the first of
which is scheduled to
review rounds 1 and 2

This coverage will
coincides with the
MotorsTV programs that
will cover each round
separately alongside the
three live events (Round 2,
5, and 7) that the channel
will broadcast.
- No schedule has yet been
released for the Channel 4
programs.
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March 6th 2010, RD 1/9
Lydden Hill (Kent)

=+ Winner: George Edwardes
—* Pole: Ben Clark

Great racing throughout the day
welcomed in the 2010 season

The 2010 MDA Edwardes
Brothers championship
kicked off in traditional style
with a closely fought final,
which at one point could
have been won by any of
the top 4 drivers.

The day began with
Ben Clark setting a
blistering pace in the timed
practice, with a time that
was up to a second faster
then his closest rivals. The
timed practice brought to
the event a new format for
2010, which follows closely
to the European style of
Rallycross, this being; a
practice, timed practice and
then heats of up to 5 cars
lining up alongside each
other on the grid. The
starting lights also followed

the European style with
one signal flash to denote
the start, this proved to
catch many a driver out
during the days racing.
Ben Clark built on his
impressive start to take the
fastest time in Heat 1
however it was the second
race of Heat 1 that
provided the real action
that saw Sam O'Flanagan’s
car launch over the grass
going into Chessons,
causing her to take off over
the bumps. Although she
did manage to finish the
race, the car suffered a
bent steering arm whilst not
to mention the pain of the
heavy landing that
continued to hamper her
throughout the day. Heat

2 continued in very much
the same fashion although
it was now George
Edwardes taking the fastest
time. Both Kelly Bird and
Keifer Hudson made
impressive debuts in the
Minicross class, showing
strong finishes in all the
heats however the loss of
4th gear meant that Keifer's
day was broughtto a
premature end by the 3rd
Heat.

Ben Clark continued
his impressive showing
with the fastest time once
again in Heat 3, this was
closely followed by Tom
Edwardes who returned to
the series after a years
break. The car preformed
impressively

MINIC

seeing as the engine was
completely rebuilt and only
put back into the car the
night before the event.

The stage had been
set for an thrilling A final
with it being the first time
the crowd withessed a full 8
car grid. Kris Hudson lead
into the first corner from 3rd
on the grid as the pack
followed in close pursuit.
George Edwardes’ bad
start saw him fall from 2nd
on the grid to 4th whilst
Tom Edwardes, Ben Clark
and Richard Wakeling all
made impressive starts off
the grid

As the pack raced
through Devils elbow and
up Hairy Hell, O'Flanagan's
late braking attempt on the
car of Wakeling ending in
her taking a brief trip in and
out of the gravel trap at the
elbow losing a place to the
charging Kelly Bird.

> - A FINAL

NO. DRIVER

442 Kris Hudson (GB)
489 Ben Clark (GB)

464 Kelly Bird (GB)

~ L B N

DNF 453 Keifer Hudson (GB}

459 George Edwardes (GB)
432 Thomas Edwardes (GB)

469 Richard Wakeling (GB)

488 Samantha O'Flanagan (GB)

At the hair pin,
both Clark and
George

gained
positions
meaning that
after the first
lap Ben lead,
followed

closely

by George who pasted Kris
Hudson going into the
bottom of Hairy Hill.

Over the next 3 laps
the lead of the race
swapped between the 2
drivers multiply times
providing excellent action
for the spectators. Further
down the order, positions
continued to jostle with
Tom Edwardes finding a
way past Richard Wakeling
down into Devils Elbow,
causing Richard to brake
late in an effort to defend
his position. This action
caused the car to run wide,
skimming across the gravel
trap. Positions maintained
stable throughout lap 3
however this proved to be
the lull before the storm
that was lap 4. On the run
down Hairy Hill, George
grabbed the inside line onto
the loose gaining the lead
of the race

04:05.771
04:06.032
04:06.376
04:06.643
04:11.308
04:24.901
04:24.924

R e

Gearbox

LAPS TOTAL TIME

Report
Round 1 - Lydden

from Ben who locked up
under braking.

Edwardes then
backed the trailing 3 cars
up into Chessons, creating
a run for the line in which
any of the top 4 drivers
could of gained the win.
Tom Edwardes move
around the outside of Clark
moving himself up into 2nd
whilst Hudson made his
own attack down the inside
forcing the once leader now
down into 4th. The first 4
cars finished within 1
second of each other on
the line creating a thrilling
final corner sight for the
enthralled audience. The
Edwardes brother's 1-2
brought a great boost to the
team whilst Kris's 3rd
showed that the 2009

Champion has his eye
firmly on back to back
Minicross championships.

DIFF BEST TIME In Lap

54.926

0.261 53.369
0.605 54.856
0.872 54.812
5.537 55.104
19.13 58.597
19.153 58.444

BN W N W



Thacker and
Kris Hudson to
claim second.
Heat 3 also saw

give the slip 1o the rest of
the pack whilst Thacker
was able to maintain a solid
second place throughout

the race. The battle of the
final had to be for third
place as class veteran

April 4th/5th 2010, RD 2/9 | — Winner: George Edwardes
Lydden (Kent) —* Pole: Tom Edwardes

Close fight between Wakeling
and Hudson highlight of the final

furious
overtaking with

the three cars of
George, Kelly
and Keifer going

Richard was able to hold
off Kris for the 4 laps.
Dolton finished his

would be the last
appearance for Ben as a
terminal engine problem

Heat 1 saw the Edwardes
duo start where they had
left off after Round 1 with

George Edwardes took his
second outright victory of
the season at a packed

3 - wide down into Paddock

Lydden Hill. Round 2 of the
championship took place
over the Sunday and
Monday of the Bank
Holiday weekend. This
event was not only the first
round of the British

George leading Tom

across the line to take the
victory. Kris Hudson came

in a close 3rd with the
returning John Thacker

following in 4th. This was
the first race back for John

of the 2010 season in

put him out for the rest of
the weekend.

Heat 2 began early on
the Monday morning as the
Sun started to make its first
appearance of the
weekend (although the

Bend. A small spin for Kelly
as an outcome of this move
caused her to collect Sam,
causing a broken left
steering arm. Keith Dolton
who was driving the MDA
hire car for the event,

able to be slotted into a gap
in the coverage. The scene
had been set however
before the lights had even
gone out, one car had been
lost from the grid. Tom who
had been sitting on pole,
developed a puncture

impressive debut weekend
in fifth place in front of a
slow Keifer who once again
suffered from gearbox
related issues. Kelly came
in seventh with Sam
stopping on lap 3 due to
ongoing engine problems.

Championship but also
featured the Belgium
Championship, this

strong winds made sure to
remind us that summer had
yet to start). Thacker took

which he debuted his new
car based on a shell

A FINAL
POS NO, DRIVER

LAPS TOTAL TIME DIFF BEST TIME In Lap

therefore meant that the used by Andrew victory in Heat 2 1 459 George Edwardes (GB) a 03:53.923 52.185 i

paddock was even more Jordan in his - . 2 491 John Thacker (GB) 4 03:56.068 = 194 52 775 -

crowded than normal as Junior Minicross 3 469 Richard Wakeling (GB) 4 03:58.235  4.311 53.171 4

more then 125 cars days. Heat 1 also 4 442 Kris Hudson (GB) 4 03:59.016 5.092 53.201 4

featured in the event. saw a small start 5 450 Kelt;h Dol:’on ((‘E'B) : 4 04:15.312 21.388  56.135 4
ini line comin 6 453 Kiefer Hudson (GB 4 04:18.960 25.036 54.236 2

the rlr?:jro':i?yr\gfn tlrf;ogiirdsa'ly together bgtween 7 464 Kelly Bird (GB) 4 04:41.044 47.121  57.173 2

wen;taken 'flp o Omc'-al Vibbaling Sirg DNF 488 Samantha O'Flanagan (GB) Engine

checks, a single practice and Ben Clark, DNS 432 Thomas Edwardes (GB) Hurckars

and the start of the heats. however Heat 1 DNQ 489 Ben Clark (GB) Enaine
















