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What soma invited drivers

of the Denny Baldwin prepared
TEAC car thought

about our sport; —

‘Mini Cross: The grass roots of motor racing,
where small is beautiful and your rivals are your
hest frends.”

Max Le Grand — Southern Television

‘I thoroughly enjoyed competing in Minicross and
feal it must be the cheapest form of motor racing.
A major point in favour of Minicross is that
newcomers fo the fold are placed at the frant of
the grids and therefore do not suffer the ignominy
af seeing more seasoned campaigners bigsting off
into the distance fram the word go. There's a
friendly bunch of people involved and i | had o
sum ft alf wp in one word — very difficult — it
wouwld have to be FUNI

Paul Harmer — Autosport

‘What an enjoyable meeting.” The T.EA.C.
Calebrity Car was great fun and convinced me that
Minicross is a sport that prowides excellent value
for money. How refreshing it was fo find everyone
enjoying good, clean, friendly competition for
such modest expendiiure.’

lan Bamsey — ‘Motoring News’

‘Great fun — and it's not foo expensive, Minicross
prowvides excrting motor sport, and you don’t need
fo rob a bank fo buy & car and compele,

I realfy enjoyed my day out af the TEAC car —
even though it poured with rain afl day.’

John Pearson — Popular Motoring
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MINICROSS FOR STARTERS

How Terry Hall stopped watching-started racing

We've all done it, fno — not that/ looked on an-
viously at motor racing thinking"”| could walk
all over them given half a chance,” yet guietly
knowing that you would never have to put
your confidence to the test.

Well that chance came my way when Steve
Shield, a professional colleague of dubious nor-
thern culture offered me a half share in a Mini
prepared for road rallies. Trying to maintain my
spactator status without losing face | asked if tha
car had any chance of winning. Steve didn’t ac-
tually say no but suddenly started talking of
cheaper forms of motor sport in which we could
afford to be competitive, Among those mentioned
was Minicross. This seemed to meet most of ou
requirements cost wise and | already knew one o
the drivers who was obviously enjoying himself
the way he was always going on about it. Se,
went glong to see for ourselves. The racing w
competitive, everyone seemed quite matey a
there was a general healthy atmosphera around. A |
decision was made — Minicross it would be, f

First we acquired a 89" Mini with minor front end
damage and an engine and gearbox was bought
from two existing competitors sharing a car which
was known 10 be competitive. However we took
the ‘lump’ back to the original engine builder Den-
ny Baldwin for a rebuild to bring back that extra

While this was being done we prepared tha shail
and running gear. With no previous experiance we
refied on advice from friends, information from
books and our own intuition.

At this point | should say that neither of us weare
particularly adept at the physical skills involved.
You see, we are both ‘engineers’ by prm‘nsaiml
which with our company means you never actually
work with your hands at all. Mind you practice'
makes perfect and while we'ra far from perfect we
have improved. 50, don't ba discouraged by a lack
of manual skills.

Anyway did we do a good job? On the whaole |
think wa did, but all this effort is a waste of time if
you don't carry the right spares to the meatings,
Our failures at the start of the season were due 1o
just this, mechanical breakages for which we did
not have the correct spares. Mever mind you leam.
Similar problems occured in the second half of the
season but these were always cured between
races. Apart from three failures to finish at the
start of the season we finished and scored points|
at every other round and even coliectad a couple|
of ‘pots” for an “A’ final fourth at Sheppey and n|
third at the end of season Wimbledon mesting, |

But lets go back & bit to that first time Du'l,l
whats it like? Well for our first mesting we ware

Tarry Hall in tha thick of things

obviously both nervous leading up 10 the event. |
remember going out for practice, (I'd never driven
the car before) and being overtaken by one of the
experienced drivers at what seermed like a million
miles per hour. ‘I'll never be that quick’, | thought,
‘still its good fun’. Anyway practice over and | was
in pole position for my first race (novices at the
front in this game remember]. From the flag | was
first away, the attention to the engine was paying
off. This is easy | thought as | came to the first
bend. | lifted off at what | thought was a
reasonable distance and WHOOSH — Cars hurtl-
ed passed on both sides at what ssemad an im-
possible speed for the turn. | emerged from the
bend in about sixth place, a position | held until the
last lap when the gearbox extension housing fell
off. As already mentioned without spares we were
unable to continue so that was the and of our first
event. Subsequently on refitting we used ‘Loctite’,
Lockwashers and tab washers, — it didn‘t fall off
again, Experiencel

After two more failures to finish, one of which
involved an engina rebuild following overheating
we were baginning to think we'd never finish a
meating. Then everything slotted into place. No
friends or relatives along to help this time but
everything went perfectly, A second in the qualify-
ing heat for Steve and | got into the A’ final. | was
even leading the final at two thirds distance when
the race was stopped due to a roll over. Now | was
surrounded by red stars and predictably was no
match for them on the restart. However | was
delighted with my eventual fourth place and
trophy,

Our new found reliability anabled us to enjoy our
racing even more although we were never able to
repeat that performance, We did however manage
several firsts in qualifying races, semi's and "B’
finals (Staves specialityl. We were even mention-
ed and got our picture in tha motoring press,

In summary | would say our first seasons resu
were better than expected and experience !




























